
  North Second Street I 4th Floor
  San José, California 95113

 CAll  408.287.2557
 FAx   408.287.6083

 EmAil  svcls@baymoon.com
 DONATE ON liNE www.svcls.org

 A n n u A l
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William F. Abrams

Denis r. Salmon

C o - C h a i r s  2 0 0 8

Dear Colleagues and Friends:

We are pleased to provide you with this 2008 Annual Report, reflecting 

our results and activities during this past year. Last fall brought new 

challenges for the Campaign, and for the agencies and the population 

we serve. However, our Campaign still achieved many successes in a 

difficult economy: 30,000 low-income individuals receiving civil legal 

assistance – with your invaluable help.

Within these pages you will find examples of life-affecting circumstances 

experienced by clients, and accounts describing how those challenges 

were resolved. All of us can be proud that, person by person, we are 

significantly improving the lives of our neighbors. Our collective effort also 

provides the opportunity for greater systemic change, as our legal services 

partners alert government agencies, foundations, and other organizations 

that problems experienced by one individual can be endemic to many – 

thus warranting a change in procedure or, in some cases, the law.  

This year, our report highlights information about the efforts underway to 

redefine and adopt new standards for poverty that will account for regional 

differences and cost of living factors. We feel that it is a subject of worth 

and importance, and hope you’ll find this article informative. 

We are particularly gratified that the Campaign received two awards this 

year for its leadership in the delivery of legal services. The San Francisco 

49ers Foundation’s Community Quarterback Award recognized SVCLS 

founding board member, Phil Hammer, for his stalwart leadership of our 

organization. And the Katharine and George Alexander Community Law 

Center’s 2008 Community Award cited our sustained dedication to 

addressing the needs of low-income clients.

We worked together in 2008 to accomplish much during a challenging 

time. Together, we can remain strong in this time of economic uncertainty 

and continue to assure our low-income neighbors access to the legal 

services help that they require and deserve.  

Thank you again for your continued support.

   

— William F. Abrams — Denis R. Salmon
BiNghAm mCCuTChEN llp giBSON DuNN & CruTChEr llp 



152

giFT AND plEDgE iNFOrmATiON

  Yes, I/We would like to help.
I N D I V I D U A L S  A N D  C O M P A N I E S
I/We wish to make a contribution at the following level:

 Founders Circle
   John Marshall Society (1801 –1835)  

 Gifts of $40,000 and above
   Oliver Wendell Holmes Society (1902 –1932)   

 Gifts of 25,000 to $39,999
   William O. Douglas Society (1939–1975) 

 Gifts of $15,000 to $24,999
   Louis Brandeis Society (1916 –1939)  

 Gifts of $10,000 to $14,999

 Benefactors Circle
   Benjamin Cardozo Society (1932 –1938)  

 Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999
   Felix Frankfurter Society (1939 –1962)  

 Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999
   Earl Warren Society (1953 –1969)  

 Gifts of $1,000 to $2,499        

 Supporters
 Gifts $500 to $999        

 Donors: The Billable Hour or Greater
   Gifts up to $499

Please consider this pledge for:

__________ of $ ___________________ and
Year

   __________ of $ ___________________ and
Year  

L A W  F I R M S
 ___ Our firm will make a commitment based on:
 ___ $350 per attorney
 ___ $300 per attorney
 ___ Other $_____________ per attorney.
The total number of attorneys employed by our firm is 
___________.
      Number

Please consider this a minimum. If the number 
of attorneys increases, our contribution will increase. 

For Gifts:
___ My/Our check for $____________ payable to the  
  Silicon Valley Campaign for Legal Services is  
  enclosed.

___ Please charge my credit card for $____________

   VISA   Mastercard 

___________________________________
Card Number
___________________________________
Expiration Date
________________________  __________
Authorization Signature                   Today’s Date

 
___ I/We wish to make a gift of stock or securities.  
  Please call me to discuss this gift.
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For Pledges:
___ My/Our gift is a pledge for $__________ 
I/We plan to pay pledge payment(s) in full by the 
end of each year. Please send a reminder notice.

______ ____________ ______ ___________
Date Amount Date  Amount

______ ____________ ______ ___________
Date Amount Date  Amount

_______________________________   _________ 
Signature of Donor                                        Date

Donor Information: (Please complete)

__________________________________________
Name of Donor (Please Print)

__________________________________________
Address (Please Print)

__________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code

___________________   _____________________
Telephone Number  E-mail Address

Acknowledgements:
Please recognize my/our name(s) as follows:

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

___ I/We wish to remain anonymous.

Your contribution is tax deductible except for 
the Fair Market Value (FMV) of the benefits and 
privileges of recognition. We estimate the FMV 
to be $0.

 North Second Street I 4th Floor
 San José, California 95113
 www.svcls.org
 
If you have any questions regarding this form, 
please call 408-287-2557.
     
Federal Tax ID: 77-0524824
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The SVCLS 

was born from 

a desire, on the part 

of the Valley’s leading firms 

and businesses, 

not just to contribute 

collectively to the 

community’s legal safety net, 

but to create a culture 

and tradition of giving. 

— ramón Arias
exeCuTiVe DireCTor
bay area LegaL aiD

“
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CAmpAigN miSSiON

The SiliCON VAllEy CAmpAigN FOr lEgAl SErViCES 
(SVCLS) provides funds to increase the effectiveness and ability 
of non-profit legal services agencies to assist men, women, and 
children, of all ages, ethnicities, and cultural backgrounds. The 
organization supports individuals who cannot afford to hire an 
attorney in civil cases, and whose legal rights would otherwise 
go unrecognized or unenforced. In addition, SVCLS also works to 
encourage the legal community to become more involved in the 
provision of pro bono legal assistance. Funds raised in the Silicon 
Valley community are distributed to agencies that provide civil legal 
services directly to the poor. The Silicon Valley Campaign for Legal 
Services is a recipient of the American Bar Association’s prestigious 
Harrison Tweed award in conjunction with the Santa Clara County 
Bar Association, for leadership in expanding and developing 
support for the provision of free legal services to the poor.

ChArACTEriSTiCS AND NEEDS 
OF pEOplE WhO BENEFiT

Nearly 500,000 people in Silicon Valley – 25 percent of the population 
– qualify for special help due to income, age, or disability. These 
individuals’ critical legal issues are primarily related to:  
   health care
   the ability to secure and preserve affordable and fair housing
   family law issues, such as domestic violence, child custody, 
  and divorce
   economic instability
   special problems of the elderly
   consumer fraud, debt collection abuses, and other unfair practices
   immigration
   employment

The people who receive SVCLS assistance have poverty-level incomes 
far below the amount actually needed to live in Silicon Valley. Many of 
these individuals are the working poor. 

Silicon Valley-based legal services agencies lack the financial resources 
required to meet the legal needs of our community’s poorest residents.  
The legal community’s pro bono actions and financial support are 
therefore not only welcome but needed. We count upon the participation 
of our friends in the greater community who believe, as we do, that 
access to civil legal counsel is a fundamental tenet of our society, rather 
than a benefit for the privileged few.

2008 Legal Services Partners

Katharine and george Alexander Community law Center 
Angelo Ancheta, Esq., Director 

Bay Area legal Aid 
Ramón P. Arias, Esq., Executive Director
Julie Patiño, Esq., Managing Attorney, Santa Clara County Office  

Community legal Services in East palo Alto
Candace Greenberg, Esq., Executive Director

law Foundation of Silicon Valley
Jim Bower, Executive Director

legal Aid Society of San mateo County
M. Stacey Hawver, Esq., Executive Director

pro Bono project Silicon Valley
John Hedges, Esq., Executive Director

Santa Clara County Asian law Alliance
Richard Konda, Esq., Executive Director

Senior Adult legal Assistance
Georgia Bacil, Esq., Directing Attorney

Client photos are not specific to case stories. Photos by: Peter Fox, ira Nowinsky and others. 



4 13

S
il

iC
O

N
 V

A
l

l
E

y
 C

A
m

p
A

ig
N

 F
O

r
 l

E
g

A
l

 S
E

r
V

iC
E

S
  

  
A

n
n

u
a

l
 

R
e

p
o

r
t

 
2

0
0

8

2008 BOArD 
OF DirECTOrS
O f f i c e r s
C o - C h a i r s
William F. Abrams  
Bingham McCutchen LLP

Denis R. Salmon
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP  

V i c e  C h a i r s
Garrett Waltzer
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP

Edward Westerman
LECG LLC

T r e a s u r e r
James E. Towery
Hoge Fenton Jones & Appel, Inc. 
S e c r e t a r y
Matthew H. Poppe
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

I m m e d i a t e  P a s t  C h a i r
Thomas W. Kellerman
Morgan Lewis Bockius LLP 

O t h e r  M e m b e r s

Patricia Aguilar 
Coldwell Banker

Craig Y. Allison 
Dechert LLP

Gary Baum
Palo Alto City Attorney

Christopher Braun
incisivemedia

Brendan P. Cullen 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Mary Dent 
SVB Financial Group and SVB Global

Carol K. Dillon 
Bingham McCutchen LLP

Hon. John A. Flaherty (Ret.)
JAMS 

William J. Frimel
DLA Piper LLP

Philip Hammer
Hoge Fenton Jones & Appel, Inc.

Theodore T. Herhold 
Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP

Andrew Huntington
Bay Area News Group

Edward D. Johnson
Mayer Brown LLP

Thomas Kuhnle
Bingham McCutchen LLP

Mark Malovos  
First Franklin 

Kenneth L. Nissly
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Luther Orton  
Snyder Miller & Orton LLP

Jeffrey E. Ostrow 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

2008 General 
Counsel Committee
C o - C h a i r s
Andrew Huntington 
Bay Area News Group

Scott Taylor
Symantec Corporation  

Mark Chandler
Cisco Systems

Karen Cottle
Adobe Systems

Mary Dent
SVB Financial Group and SVB Global

Mary E. Doyle  
PalmOne, Inc.

David C. Drummond
Google

Fred Gonzales
Sonic WALL, Inc.

Scot A. Griffin 
Tessera Inc.

Mark Malovos
First Franklin

Brian M. Martin 
KLA-Tencor Corporation

David Middler
Ariba, Inc.

Katherine Schuelke 
Altera Corporation

D. Bruce Sewell 
Intel Corporation

Michael J. Shpizner
Fujitsu America, Inc.

Joseph J. Sweeney 
Applied Materials

Debra L. Zumwalt
Stanford University

F o u n d i n g  C h a i r
John Place

Neal Potischman
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Ulrico S. Rosales
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati LLP

Robert Smith
Reed Smith LLP

Emmett C. Stanton
Fenwick & West LLP 

Joseph J. Sweeney
Applied Materials, Inc.

A m i c u s  C o m m i t t e e
C o - C h a i r s 
Sally Berens 
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Alison Buchanan
Hoge Fenton Jones & Appel, Inc.

E x  O f f i c i o
Christine Burdick
Santa Clara County Bar Association

E m e r i t u s  B o a r d  M e m b e r s
Boris Feldman
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati LLP

Ian Feinberg
Mayer Brown LLP

A. C. Johnston
Morrison & Foerster LLP

John Place
William Priest
The Priest Law Offices

Hon. Erica R. Yew
Santa Clara County Superior Court 

P r o j e c t  C o n s u l t a n t
Barbara Beerstein
Beerstein Associates

rEDEFiNiNg pOVErTy AND 
ThE SiliCON VAllEy SElF-SuFFiCiENCy STANDArD

The federal government’s method of measuring poverty is considered by many – including economists, policy 
analysts, social scientists, and mayors – to be an outdated and inaccurate picture of a person’s or family’s true 
economic circumstances. Individuals and organizations are now calling for an overhaul of the nation’s poverty 
measurement statistics, in order to reflect regional variations and other economic factors. 

The current method was designed in the early 1960s as part of President Lyndon Johnson’s War on Poverty.  
This threshold measure of severe deprivation – the minimum amount of money needed for subsistence – is 
based primarily on how much of an individual’s or household’s pretax income is spent on food. This threshold 
varies by family size, but not by geography. The same dollar amounts officially define poverty in both low-cost-
of-living rural areas and high-cost urban areas. Poverty thresholds are adjusted periodically using the Consumer 
Price Index, a measure of inflation. 

The U.S. Conference of Mayors adopted a policy at its 2007 Annual Meeting urging the federal government to 
revise this formula so that it would better reflect the actual wages families must earn to meet basic needs, and 
also that the formula would reflect costs such as housing, transportation, health case, and child care, in addition 
to food.1   

In July 2008, New York City Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg’s administration adopted a new poverty measurement 
that takes into account a household’s spending on food, clothing, shelter, transportation, utilities, and out-of-
pocket medical expenses, as well as tax credits and government subsidies received. The city’s new formula 
is based on recommendations developed in 1995 by the National Academy of Sciences’ panel on poverty 
and family assistance, but never implemented.2 Subsequent to New York City’s poverty guideline change, a 
subcommittee of the House Ways and Means Committee held a hearing on the issue. Congressman Charles 
Rangel, chair of the Committee called New York City’s efforts a “useful start.”

Momentum is building to redefine “poverty,” but there are political and financial barriers. First, a redefinition 
would increase the number of Americans classified as poor. In New York City alone, this act resulted in a nearly 
five percent increase. Second, there are perceived financial barriers. Expenditures for many federal programs 
are tied to the official poverty rate – the more poverty, the more the federal government would have to pay into 
these programs.3   

In January 2009, the annual federal poverty level for a family of four (two adults and two children) was $22,050.
Consider the federal poverty threshold within the context of The California Self-Sufficiency Standard, which 
measures how much income working individuals and families need to pay for their basic needs – including 
housing, food, childcare, health care, transportation and other basic needs. The Standard varies in every county 
in California by providing localized information. A person working two full-time minimum wage jobs still does not 
earn enough to support a family in any county of California, even with California’s minimum wage of $8.00 an 
hour.4 The Santa Clara County/Silicon Valley Self-Sufficiency Standard in 2008 for a family of four was $68,430.

We live in one of the most affluent areas in the country, yet one in four county residents can’t make ends meet. 
We need a poverty measure that shows us who the poor really are. When one-quarter of the people living in a 
community are poor by current federal standards, or are living below the Self-Sufficiency Standard, increased 
access to civil legal counsel should be considered a priority. It is a basic ‘safety net’ issue when our most 
vulnerable residents require help to address an array of life-affecting circumstances. 

1 “Third Stop: Villaraigosa Poverty Forum,” U.S. Mayor Newspaper, The United States Conference of Mayors, September 29, 2008.
2 “Bloomberg Attempts To Redefine Poverty,” The New York Sun, July 14, 2008.
3  “Economists Question ‘Official’ Poverty Statistics Used for US Mayor’s Report,” City Mayors Society, April 1, 2007.
4 “How Much is Enough In Your County? The 2008 California Family Economic Self-Sufficiency Standard,” Insight Center for Community  
 Economic Development, May 2008.
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The Campaign’s 

unrestricted, annual support

 is so very important. 

you continue to make 

a difference by helping us 

create positive outcomes 

for countless seniors. 

Thank you 

for giving generously 

to the Campaign!

— georgia Bacil
DireCTiNg aTTorNey

 SeNior aDuLT LegaL aSSiSTaNCe
oF SiLiCoN VaLLey

“

”

grANT AWArDS hElp mOrE pEOplE 
ThAN EVEr BEFOrE
In 2008, more of our low-income neighbors benefited from legal 
assistance in life-affecting circumstances than ever before – 30,000 in 
all. Yet despite this good news, we still have a long way to go in order 
to meet the needs of those people with meritorious cases requiring 
assistance – nearly 90,000 annually.  

Our umbrella fundraising effort this year resulted in $358,000 in grants 
awarded to the eight Silicon Valley-based agencies in the SVCLS 
consortium, some of which received increased grant awards above prior 
years’ levels. These awards reflect SVCLS’ commitment to assuring a 
strong and diverse community of legal services providers that collectively 
serve all demographic groups and also address a broad range of civil 
legal issues. 

We recognize, clearly, that no single group can do it all. Furthermore, 
many of the organizations that benefit from SVCLS still do not have the 
internal capacity to seek private philanthropic funding effectively. These 
circumstances underscore the continuing value of your support of SVCLS’ 
efforts to offer avenues that can create positive outcomes for our 
low-income neighbors.   

Each beneficiary agency’s board of directors determines the best and 
most effective use of the awarded grant monies, thus ensuring support 
for the most urgent client needs and program priorities. Organizations 
receive a proportional share of the funds raised.

DONOrS CElEBrATE DiSTriBuTiON OF FuNDS
Supporters gathered to celebrate SVCLS’ ninth annual Donor Celebration and 
distribution of funds event on November 18, 2008. Gibson Dunn & Crutcher 
LLP graciously hosted. 

Keynote speaker Stanford University Law Professor and sociologist Michele 
Landis Dauber addressed the implications of the collapsing credit, hous-
ing, and job markets for legal services in Santa Clara County. She posited 
that “as advocates for the poor, we are challenged by the national housing 
and credit calamity to communicate that many low income people have 
been unfairly taken advantage of by unscrupulous lenders and profiteers. 
We should, as Roosevelt urged, ‘take a lesson’ from history, by arguing that 
those facing foreclosure and bankruptcy are victims of a disaster in need, 
through no fault of their own, and by coming to their aid.” 

SiliCON VAllEy 
CAmpAigN FOr lEgAl SErViCES  
2008 FiNANCiAl STATEmENT 
         
 
i N C o m e     
Contributions     
 individuals
  board members $  40,240    
  individuals (attorneys and others) 45,833
   Sub-Total Individual Gifts  $  86,073      
 Law Firms   297,950  
 Companies   80,750 
 Foundations  12,000
 Special events (gross)  25,867
   Sub-Total Gifts   $ 502,640
Donated Services        15,899
interest income   18 

Total 2008 income    $ 518,557 
      
e x P e N S e S     
agency Distributions
 bay area Legal aid (SCC office)  $  64,310     
 Katherine and george alexander 
    Community Law Center   64,310  
 Community Legal Services 
  in east Palo alto  18,763
 Law Foundation of Silicon Valley  64,310
 Legal aid Society of San mateo County  15,664
 Pro bono Project Silicon Valley  35,728
 Santa Clara County asian Law alliance  51,141
 Senior adults Legal assistance   43,053
  Sub-Total Distributions to Agencies   $  357,280   
       
other Programs   13,974
   Subtotal all Programs    $ 371,254

administrative expenses   
 management  $  78,121   
 Fundraising  69,188
   Sub-Total administration and Fundraising    $ 147,309 

Total 2008 Expenses    $ 518,563 
increase in unrestricted Net assets            (6)
Cash, beginning of year    $   20,042
Surplus (Deficit) held for 2009 Operations      $   20,036 
   

Thank you so much 

for your support 

of the legal assistance 

provided by 

our organization.

With your help 

we were able 

to protect disabled seniors 

from termination 

of essential 

government benefits, 

defend tenants 

from unlawful discrimination 

from unscrupulous landlords, 

and help immigrants 

and refugees 

become lawful citizens.

— richard Konda
exeCuTiVe DireCTor 
SaNTa CLara CouNTy 
aSiaN LaW aLLiaNCe

“

”

Christopher and elizabeth Cobey. Keynote speaker, michele Landis Dauber, 
and William F. abrams.

Denis Salmon, gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP, 
Chris Compton, Wilson Sonsini goodrich & 
rosati LLP and michael Shpizner, Fujitsu 
america, inc.
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 Veritext
 Hon. Read Ambler (Ret.) and 
  Cheryl Ambler
 Hon. Robert Baines (Ret.) and 
  Bette Linderman 
 Joseph and Jane Barbeau  
 Sally and Ryan Berens
 Christopher and Julie Braun  
 Richard Capelouto and Gina Maya 
 Frederick Chung
 James J. Elacqua   
 Diane Holt Frankle and 
  Robert Frankle
 Michelle Friedland and Dan Kelly
 William Frimel and 
  Susan O’Brien Frimel 
 Edward D. Johnson 
 A. C. and Kathryn Johnston
 Kenton and Kuniko King
 Thomas Kuhnle and Alison Cormack 
 David and Jani Moes  
 The Nooney Family
 Lynn and Leslie Pasahow
 Maura and William Rees
 Timothy Roake and 
  Kathleen Gutierrez
 Kate Schuelke and Bob Hayden 
 Michael J. Shpizner
 Kristin Major Siciliano and 
  Dan Siciliano
 Robert M. Smith
 Scott Taylor   
 Derek Witte and Camay Chan

Donors 
THE BILLABLE HOUR OR GREATER 
Gifts up to $499   
 Canter-Moorhead Family Law
 Baumann & Hurlimann 
 Dupre Law
 Rousso & Jackel Inc.
 Beerstein Associates
 Anonymous (4)
 Christopher Arriola 
 Georgia E. Bacil and Brooke Myhre
 Jonathan and Cara Baker

 
 Jost J. Baum

 Amy Bartell 
 Dawn H. Belt   
 Mark and Susan Bertelsen
 William and Julia Brentani
 Peter Brewer   
 David B. Burnett  
 Hon. Vincent J. Chiarello
 John J. Christin, Jr. and 
  Nancy F. Dellamattera
 Charles Compton
 Eva A. Delateur   
 Rolayne Edwards  
 Steve A. Ellenberg, Esq.
 John Fioretta   
 Robert M. Foley and 
  Dr. Tina Camagna Foley 
 Anthony T. Fulcher
 Judith Saeks Gable LCSW
 Jennifer A. Green
 Christian Hammerl
 Linda Harris   
 Hon. John F. Herlihy and 
  Mary Ann Herlihy
 David S. Hoffman, Attorney  
 Rodney Johnson
 John A. Kelley   
 Hon. James P. Kleinberg and 
  Judith G. Kleinberg
 Paul Klunder
 Commissioner Deborah Ryan and 
  Alan Lagod 
 Donald Larkin   
 Hon. Mary Jo Levinger
 Hon. Richard J. Loftus Jr. and 
  Karen Loftus
 Michael J. Lopez
 Hon. Patricia M. Lucas
 James R. Madison
 Mark and Heather Malovos
 John and Linda Montgomery
 Hon. Leslie C. Nichols and
   Anita N. Nichols
 Frank O. Nicolletti  
 Daniel M. Parames
 Natasha Parrett   
 Michael and Katheryn Percy
 Dean Donald Polden and 
  Susan Polden
 James Pooley and 
  Laura-Jean Anderson
 Colleen and Richard Pouliot
 Hector and Arlene Ramon  
 Lilanthi Ravishankar  
 Mark R. Reedy
 Benjamin W. Reese  
 Victor and Janet Schachter
 Leif and Annette Schaumann
 Matthew and Monica Schreiber 
 Carl William Schulhof  
 Charles G. Schulz
 Peter Schwarz and Aleta Kerrick
 Warren Siegel
 Philip Simpkins   
 Margaret Stevenson and 
  David Flamm
 Clark Stone and Pamela Peterson
 Jerry and Ann Thalls
 Melissa Tronquet  
 Elizabeth Trueman and 
  Raymond Perrault
 Gerald and Martha Uelmen
 Ronald A. VandenBerg

 Melanie Vinson
 Ann Walker and David Jones
 Hon. Brian C. Walsh and 
  Susan Blair Walsh
 Carmelita and Alexander Weddle 
 Bob and Nancy Weeks
 Richard Yankwich
 Hon. Erica R. Yew and 
  Thomas Nazario
     
In-k ind Contr ibutors
 Bingham LLP
 Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
 Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP
 Berger/Lewis Accountancy
 Blattel Communications
 First Franklin/Merrill Lynch
 Merrill Communications
 Practising Law Institute
 San Jose Mercury News
 The Daily Journal
 The Recorder
 Twist SF Inc
 Santa Clara County Bar Association

   

* The Thurgood Marshall Society 
 recognizes law firms whose gift is  
 equivalent to $300 or greater per  
 attorney based in Silicon Valley.

CASES iNSpirE Our ACTiON

Clients shared their moving and meaningful personal stories – including 
relating the circumstances that led each of them to seek legal assistance 
and also acknowledging the impact of the legal assistance that they 
received due to SVCLS funding. Here are excerpts from several of the 
compelling cases that we heard this year:

protecting a mother and child from harm  
Norma, a victim of domestic violence, became homeless because of 
financial retaliation by her battering husband. Your support helped 
preserve her child custody rights and helped her find temporary safe 
shelter, job training, and childcare assistance. She is now on her way to 
a new life.

A young woman gains permanent resident status 
and benefits from a college scholarship 
Etivise had lived in the U.S. since she was 8, when her family entered 
the country legally. She thought she was a U.S. citizen until she applied 
for a college scholarship and a social security card in her senior year of 
high school – and found that her citizenship was suspect. Upon entry 
into the U.S., her parents had been unaware that separate legal status 
was required for their children. With the help of a legal advocate Etivise 
is now a naturalized U.S. citizen with a brighter future because of assis-
tance you helped make possible. She won her college scholarship and is 
now working toward completing her education.
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Founders Circle
JOHN MARSHALL SOCIETY (1801-1835) 
Gifts of $40,000 and above
 Fenwick & West LLP*
 Applied Materials Foundation
   
OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES SOCIETY 
(1902-1932) 
Gifts of $25,000 to $39,999
 Morrison & Foerster Foundation*
 Wilson Sonsoni Goodrich & Rosati   
  Foundation
    
WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS SOCIETY (1939-1975) 
Gifts of $15,000 to $24,999   
 DLA Piper US LLP  
 Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP*
 Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
 Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP*
 Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
 Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP
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ThANK yOu! 
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Thank you for supporting 
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– to give low-income 
individuals access to civil 
legal counsel.  
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helping a family live in a healthy environment
The four-member Watson family was served an eviction notice by their 
landlord after they complained about severe plumbing problems. The 
ceiling of the children’s room was soft with water, mold covered the walls, 
and the mother routinely picked snails out of the bedroom closets. With 
your help, an attorney arranged a Santa Clara County inspection. The 
landlord was compelled to make repairs, and the eviction notice was 
rescinded.

insuring a stable home for young children 
after their parents’ violent deaths 
Nick and his younger brother and sisters have faced far more tragedy 
than any child should. Just months after their mother was killed by a 
drunk driver and their father was left to care for the children, Nick and 
his father were victims of a stabbing. Nick was seriously injured and his 
father was killed. With your help, a legal services attorney established 
guardianship for all of the children with their aunt and uncle, as well as 
arranging successor guardianships in the home of close family friends. 
Legal services attorneys also helped the family manage issues surround-
ing payments for victim-witnesses of crime, mental health services, and a 
name change. Finally, assistance was provided to minimize the disruption 
to the children’s education, helping them to stay in the same schools.

Aiding a victim of housing fraud
Kim received a credit report stating that she owned five houses. She was 
rightfully shocked, because she had only recently bought her first and 
only home. Kim realized that the Loan Agent had used her Social Security 
number and her credit to purchase the other four houses. With your help, 
a legal services attorney was able to work with the District Attorney and 
credit companies in order to consider the situation and resolve the matter 
in Kim’s favor.

as the economy 

has gotten worse 

we have seen client needs grow.  

our clients are having 

financial problems which means 

more foreclosures, more evictions, 

more bankruptcy, more consumer 

problems and more family 

problems that end in divorce 

or domestic violence.

government and foundations 

are reducing their support 

for Silicon Valley 

legal services organizations. 

Continued support by 

the Silicon Valley Campaign 

for Legal Services is 

allowing us to find ways of

meeting our client needs.

— John hedges
exeCuTiVe DireCTor
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Second place Team: Skadden arps Slate 
meagher & Flom LLP.

First place Team: Fenwick & West LLP. 
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2008 mix & mATCh: 
mAKiNg prO BONO CONNECTiONS
2008 Mix & Match: Making Pro Bono Connections offered area 
attorneys an opportunity to hear about the value of legal services to 
the courts and to pro bono civil litigants in Silicon Valley. This year’s 
distinguished panel included the Hon. Richard G. Seeborg, U.S. District 
Court, Northern District of California; the Hon. Erica R. Yew, Santa Clara 
County Superior Court; and the Hon. Robert Baines (Ret.), JAMS. 
Attendees heard their perspectives on how pro bono supports the 
legal profession, as well as information about issues and trends that are 
affecting the pro bono involvement of lawyers. They also gained insight 
into the various ways that attorneys can get personally involved. Panel 
discussion attendees earned MCLE credit, and the event offered a 
networking opportunity for attendees to meet firm and in-house counsel 
from companies throughout the region.

Amicus Committee members greeted attendees and provided additional 
support for the June 3, 2008 event, hosted by Bingham McCutchen LLP. 
The Daily Journal and The Recorder provided pro bono advertising space 
to help publicize the event.

huDDlE AT ThE 49ErS TrAiNiNg CAmp: 
gENErAl COuNSEl COmmiTTEE NEWS
The General Counsel Committee and invited legal community leaders 
had a rare opportunity to meet members of the San Francisco 49ers 
organization when they met for a Huddle at the 49ers Training Camp in 
May 2008. Guests received a behind-the-scenes tour, as well as hearing 
about the draft and expectations for the 2008 season. The capacity event 
also was an opportunity for the General Counsel community to learn more 
about the Campaign’s goals and aspirations and to find out how they 
could become more actively involved. We are grateful to the 49ers 
organization for their generous support of the Campaign and this event.

SAN FrANCiSCO 49Er COmmuNiTy 
QuArTErBACK AWArD hONOrS phil hAmmEr
Philip Hammer was one of five finalists honored by The San Francisco 
49ers Community Quarterback program. He was acknowledged for his 
demonstrated leadership, dedication, and commitment to the Silicon 
Valley Campaign for Legal Services, as well as for his work toward bet-
tering our community. The program, which is part of the NFL Charities 
Community Quarterback efforts, recognizes dedicated local individuals 
who devote their time to improving the lives of Bay Area residents. The 
honorees were recognized at a team luncheon hosted by former 49ers 
quarterback Steve Bono.  

FurNiTurE DONATiON FACiliTATED 
By SVClS BENEFiTS AgENCiES
First Franklin, a subsidiary of Merrill Lynch, approached the Campaign 
with a furniture donation offer benefiting the agencies in our consortium. 
As a result, Community Legal Services in East Palo Alto’s conference 
room now presents a more professional environment.

Sally berens, gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP, 
and Carolyn brenner, Lateral Link. 

amicus mixers bring attorneys together for 
informal exchange. 

Judge erica r. yew, Judge robert baines 
(ret.), and Judge richard Seeborg.

barbara beerstein, Steve bono and 
Philip Hammer.

KAThEriNE AND gEOrgE AlExANDEr lAW 
CENTEr AWArD rECOgNizES SVClS
The Katharine and George Alexander Community Law Center honored 
the Campaign with its 2008 Community Award last October. SVCLS 
was sited for its dedication to addressing the needs of low-income and 
disadvantaged communities. Additionally, it was noted that not only has 
the Campaign been a crucial bridge between legal services providers 
and the legal profession, but that its generous support of local agencies, 
including the Katharine and George Alexander Community Law Center, 
has been invaluable. The Campaign continues to demonstrate the lead-
ership, innovation, and foresight that are essential to advancing justice 
and serving communities in need.   

AmiCuS COmmiTTEE
2008 mixers
A lively series of Mixers organized by the Amicus Committee brought 
together young lawyers in 2008 for social networking and professional 
exchange in informal settings. This year’s sponsors included the San 
Francisco Legal, Lateral Link Group LLC, and Think Twice, Inc. The 
2008 Mixer Committee was led by Kristen Major, Skadden Arps Meagher 
& Flom LLP.
 
Bocce Ball Tournament
Thirty-two teams participated in the Amicus Committee’s third annual 
Bocce Ball Tournament, which took place on June 26, 2008. The event 
drew together associates and summer associates from area law firms, 
teams from area businesses, and non-profits, for a lively evening of court 
play, dinner, and a silent auction. Fenwick & West LLP took home the 
top trophy, with team Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP walking 
away with the second-place finish. 

The Tournament Committee was co-chaired by Sally Berens, Gibson 
Dunn & Crutcher LLP, and Alison Buchanan, Hoge Fenton Jones & 
Appel, who also served as 2008 Amicus Committee co-chairs. All 
proceeds benefited SVCLS. 

The Amicus Committee’s busy schedule also included its support for 
2008 Mix & Match.

The Amicus Committee is a dynamic group of young lawyers who are 
dedicated to building a new generation of enthusiasm and financial 
support for the legal services agencies serving Silicon Valley. The 
committee provides visibility for and support of the Silicon Valley 
Campaign for Legal Services (SVCLS) within its members’ own firms, 
corporations, or government agencies, and also hosts fundraising and 
social and networking events throughout the year.

BOArD NEWS
We express our great thanks to those board members whose terms 
expired at year-end 2008. Our organization has greatly benefited from 
their support and involvement. Thank you to: Carol Dillion and Tom 
Kuhnle, both of Bingham McCutchen LLP. Each contributed uniquely 
to SVCLS’ long-term success.

In 2008, we welcomed two new board members: Neal Potischman, 
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP; and Mark Malovos, President, CEO and 
General Counsel, First Franklin.



Second place Team: Skadden arps Slate 
meagher & Flom LLP.

First place Team: Fenwick & West LLP. 
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2008 mix & mATCh: 
mAKiNg prO BONO CONNECTiONS
2008 Mix & Match: Making Pro Bono Connections offered area 
attorneys an opportunity to hear about the value of legal services to 
the courts and to pro bono civil litigants in Silicon Valley. This year’s 
distinguished panel included the Hon. Richard G. Seeborg, U.S. District 
Court, Northern District of California; the Hon. Erica R. Yew, Santa Clara 
County Superior Court; and the Hon. Robert Baines (Ret.), JAMS. 
Attendees heard their perspectives on how pro bono supports the 
legal profession, as well as information about issues and trends that are 
affecting the pro bono involvement of lawyers. They also gained insight 
into the various ways that attorneys can get personally involved. Panel 
discussion attendees earned MCLE credit, and the event offered a 
networking opportunity for attendees to meet firm and in-house counsel 
from companies throughout the region.

Amicus Committee members greeted attendees and provided additional 
support for the June 3, 2008 event, hosted by Bingham McCutchen LLP. 
The Daily Journal and The Recorder provided pro bono advertising space 
to help publicize the event.

huDDlE AT ThE 49ErS TrAiNiNg CAmp: 
gENErAl COuNSEl COmmiTTEE NEWS
The General Counsel Committee and invited legal community leaders 
had a rare opportunity to meet members of the San Francisco 49ers 
organization when they met for a Huddle at the 49ers Training Camp in 
May 2008. Guests received a behind-the-scenes tour, as well as hearing 
about the draft and expectations for the 2008 season. The capacity event 
also was an opportunity for the General Counsel community to learn more 
about the Campaign’s goals and aspirations and to find out how they 
could become more actively involved. We are grateful to the 49ers 
organization for their generous support of the Campaign and this event.

SAN FrANCiSCO 49Er COmmuNiTy 
QuArTErBACK AWArD hONOrS phil hAmmEr
Philip Hammer was one of five finalists honored by The San Francisco 
49ers Community Quarterback program. He was acknowledged for his 
demonstrated leadership, dedication, and commitment to the Silicon 
Valley Campaign for Legal Services, as well as for his work toward bet-
tering our community. The program, which is part of the NFL Charities 
Community Quarterback efforts, recognizes dedicated local individuals 
who devote their time to improving the lives of Bay Area residents. The 
honorees were recognized at a team luncheon hosted by former 49ers 
quarterback Steve Bono.  

FurNiTurE DONATiON FACiliTATED 
By SVClS BENEFiTS AgENCiES
First Franklin, a subsidiary of Merrill Lynch, approached the Campaign 
with a furniture donation offer benefiting the agencies in our consortium. 
As a result, Community Legal Services in East Palo Alto’s conference 
room now presents a more professional environment.

Sally berens, gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP, 
and Carolyn brenner, Lateral Link. 

amicus mixers bring attorneys together for 
informal exchange. 

Judge erica r. yew, Judge robert baines 
(ret.), and Judge richard Seeborg.

barbara beerstein, Steve bono and 
Philip Hammer.

KAThEriNE AND gEOrgE AlExANDEr lAW 
CENTEr AWArD rECOgNizES SVClS
The Katharine and George Alexander Community Law Center honored 
the Campaign with its 2008 Community Award last October. SVCLS 
was sited for its dedication to addressing the needs of low-income and 
disadvantaged communities. Additionally, it was noted that not only has 
the Campaign been a crucial bridge between legal services providers 
and the legal profession, but that its generous support of local agencies, 
including the Katharine and George Alexander Community Law Center, 
has been invaluable. The Campaign continues to demonstrate the lead-
ership, innovation, and foresight that are essential to advancing justice 
and serving communities in need.   

AmiCuS COmmiTTEE
2008 mixers
A lively series of Mixers organized by the Amicus Committee brought 
together young lawyers in 2008 for social networking and professional 
exchange in informal settings. This year’s sponsors included the San 
Francisco Legal, Lateral Link Group LLC, and Think Twice, Inc. The 
2008 Mixer Committee was led by Kristen Major, Skadden Arps Meagher 
& Flom LLP.
 
Bocce Ball Tournament
Thirty-two teams participated in the Amicus Committee’s third annual 
Bocce Ball Tournament, which took place on June 26, 2008. The event 
drew together associates and summer associates from area law firms, 
teams from area businesses, and non-profits, for a lively evening of court 
play, dinner, and a silent auction. Fenwick & West LLP took home the 
top trophy, with team Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP walking 
away with the second-place finish. 

The Tournament Committee was co-chaired by Sally Berens, Gibson 
Dunn & Crutcher LLP, and Alison Buchanan, Hoge Fenton Jones & 
Appel, who also served as 2008 Amicus Committee co-chairs. All 
proceeds benefited SVCLS. 

The Amicus Committee’s busy schedule also included its support for 
2008 Mix & Match.

The Amicus Committee is a dynamic group of young lawyers who are 
dedicated to building a new generation of enthusiasm and financial 
support for the legal services agencies serving Silicon Valley. The 
committee provides visibility for and support of the Silicon Valley 
Campaign for Legal Services (SVCLS) within its members’ own firms, 
corporations, or government agencies, and also hosts fundraising and 
social and networking events throughout the year.

BOArD NEWS
We express our great thanks to those board members whose terms 
expired at year-end 2008. Our organization has greatly benefited from 
their support and involvement. Thank you to: Carol Dillion and Tom 
Kuhnle, both of Bingham McCutchen LLP. Each contributed uniquely 
to SVCLS’ long-term success.

In 2008, we welcomed two new board members: Neal Potischman, 
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP; and Mark Malovos, President, CEO and 
General Counsel, First Franklin.
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Founders Circle
JOHN MARSHALL SOCIETY (1801-1835) 
Gifts of $40,000 and above
 Fenwick & West LLP*
 Applied Materials Foundation
   
OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES SOCIETY 
(1902-1932) 
Gifts of $25,000 to $39,999
 Morrison & Foerster Foundation*
 Wilson Sonsoni Goodrich & Rosati   
  Foundation
    
WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS SOCIETY (1939-1975) 
Gifts of $15,000 to $24,999   
 DLA Piper US LLP  
 Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP*
 Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
 Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP*
 Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
 Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP

 Symantec Corporation

 Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
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Gifts of $10,000 to $14,999
 Bingham LLP*
 Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP 
 Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP*
 Hoge Fenton Jones & Appel Inc*
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 Adobe Systems
 LECG LLC
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 Amicus Committee
      
Benefactors Circle   
BENJAMIN CARDOZO SOCIETY (1932-1938) 
Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999
 Finnegan Henderson Farabow Garrett    
  & Dunner LLP
 Hopkins & Carley
 Mayer Brown LLP
 McPharlin Sprinkles & Thomas LLP*
 Munger Tolles & Olson LLP 
 O’Melveny & Myers LLP
 Perkins Coie LLP 
 Resolution Economics LLC
 Brendan and Lynn Cullen
 Ed Westerman

FELIx FRANKFURTER SOCIETY (1939-1962)
Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999
 Greenberg Traurig LLP 
 Latham & Watkins LLP
 Wolfe & Wyman LLP
 Analysis Group Inc 
 Aon Affinity: Lawyers Group, 
  Wired for Growth

ThANK yOu! 
2008 DONOrS
Thank you for supporting 
our very important mission 
– to give low-income 
individuals access to civil 
legal counsel.  

We gratefully acknowledge 
our 2008 donors.

gifts from January 1, 2008 
through December 31, 2008.

 Woodruff-Sawyer & Co
 Thomas Kellerman and 
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Gifts of $1,000 to $2,499
 Dechert LLP
 Kenyon & Kenyon 
 Levine Bagade Han LLP
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 JAMS Judicial Arbitration & 
  Mediation Services
 Navigant Consulting Inc 
 StoneTurn Group LLP
 Anonymous
 William and Marilyn Abrams
 Craig Y. Allison
 Beth and Steven Bangert 
 Joseph and Jane Barbeau
 Gary and Laurie Baum
 Alec Y. Chang 
 Elizabeth R. and Christopher E. Cobey 
 Hon. John A. Flaherty and 
  Georgina Flaherty
 H. David Grunbaum and 
  Mary Beth Long
 Philip and Susan Hammer
 John and Valerie Hopkins 
 Andrew Huntington and 
  Melissa Schoen
 Scott Miller  
 Brad and Judy O’Brien 
 Luther and Carol Reese Orton
 Jeffrey and Elisabeth Ostrow
 John and Colleen Place
 Matthew Poppe
 Ulrico and Anne Rosales
 Karen Rudolph and James Simmons
 Emmett and Marion Stanton 
 Michael and Barbara Stern
 Hon. Peter G. Stone (Ret.)
 Karyn Sinunu-Towery and Jim Towery
 Patti White
 California Health Care Foundation
 The Dennis and Gloria O’Brien  
  Foundation
 San Francisco 49ers Foundation

Supporters
Gifts of $500 to $999
 McCarthy & Berlin LLP
 Cornerstone Research
 Miller Sabino & Lee  
 San Francisco Legal
 

helping a family live in a healthy environment
The four-member Watson family was served an eviction notice by their 
landlord after they complained about severe plumbing problems. The 
ceiling of the children’s room was soft with water, mold covered the walls, 
and the mother routinely picked snails out of the bedroom closets. With 
your help, an attorney arranged a Santa Clara County inspection. The 
landlord was compelled to make repairs, and the eviction notice was 
rescinded.

insuring a stable home for young children 
after their parents’ violent deaths 
Nick and his younger brother and sisters have faced far more tragedy 
than any child should. Just months after their mother was killed by a 
drunk driver and their father was left to care for the children, Nick and 
his father were victims of a stabbing. Nick was seriously injured and his 
father was killed. With your help, a legal services attorney established 
guardianship for all of the children with their aunt and uncle, as well as 
arranging successor guardianships in the home of close family friends. 
Legal services attorneys also helped the family manage issues surround-
ing payments for victim-witnesses of crime, mental health services, and a 
name change. Finally, assistance was provided to minimize the disruption 
to the children’s education, helping them to stay in the same schools.

Aiding a victim of housing fraud
Kim received a credit report stating that she owned five houses. She was 
rightfully shocked, because she had only recently bought her first and 
only home. Kim realized that the Loan Agent had used her Social Security 
number and her credit to purchase the other four houses. With your help, 
a legal services attorney was able to work with the District Attorney and 
credit companies in order to consider the situation and resolve the matter 
in Kim’s favor.

as the economy 

has gotten worse 

we have seen client needs grow.  

our clients are having 

financial problems which means 

more foreclosures, more evictions, 

more bankruptcy, more consumer 

problems and more family 

problems that end in divorce 

or domestic violence.

government and foundations 

are reducing their support 

for Silicon Valley 

legal services organizations. 

Continued support by 

the Silicon Valley Campaign 

for Legal Services is 

allowing us to find ways of

meeting our client needs.

— John hedges
exeCuTiVe DireCTor
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 Veritext
 Hon. Read Ambler (Ret.) and 
  Cheryl Ambler
 Hon. Robert Baines (Ret.) and 
  Bette Linderman 
 Joseph and Jane Barbeau  
 Sally and Ryan Berens
 Christopher and Julie Braun  
 Richard Capelouto and Gina Maya 
 Frederick Chung
 James J. Elacqua   
 Diane Holt Frankle and 
  Robert Frankle
 Michelle Friedland and Dan Kelly
 William Frimel and 
  Susan O’Brien Frimel 
 Edward D. Johnson 
 A. C. and Kathryn Johnston
 Kenton and Kuniko King
 Thomas Kuhnle and Alison Cormack 
 David and Jani Moes  
 The Nooney Family
 Lynn and Leslie Pasahow
 Maura and William Rees
 Timothy Roake and 
  Kathleen Gutierrez
 Kate Schuelke and Bob Hayden 
 Michael J. Shpizner
 Kristin Major Siciliano and 
  Dan Siciliano
 Robert M. Smith
 Scott Taylor   
 Derek Witte and Camay Chan

Donors 
THE BiLLABLE HOuR OR GREATER 
Gifts up to $499   
 Canter-Moorhead Family Law
 Baumann & Hurlimann 
 Dupre Law
 Rousso & Jackel inc.
 Beerstein Associates
 Anonymous (4)
 Christopher Arriola 
 Georgia E. Bacil and Brooke Myhre
 Jonathan and Cara Baker

 Jost J. Baum
 Amy Bartell 
 Dawn H. Belt   
 Mark and Susan Bertelsen
 William and Julia Brentani
 Peter Brewer   
 David B. Burnett  
 Hon. Vincent J. Chiarello
 John J. Christin, Jr. and 
  Nancy F. Dellamattera
 Charles Compton
 Eva A. Delateur   
 Rolayne Edwards  
 Steve A. Ellenberg, Esq.
 John Fioretta   
 Robert M. Foley and 
  Dr. Tina Camagna Foley 
 Anthony T. Fulcher
 Judith Saeks Gable LCSW
 Jennifer A. Green
 Christian Hammerl
 Linda Harris   
 Hon. John F. Herlihy and 
  Mary Ann Herlihy
 David S. Hoffman, Attorney  
 Rodney Johnson
 John A. Kelley   
 Hon. James P. Kleinberg and 
  Judith G. Kleinberg
 Paul Klunder
 Commissioner Deborah Ryan and 
  Alan Lagod 
 Donald Larkin   
 Hon. Mary Jo Levinger
 Hon. Richard J. Loftus Jr. and 
  Karen Loftus
 Michael J. Lopez
 Hon. Patricia M. Lucas
 James R. Madison
 Mark and Heather Malovos
 John and Linda Montgomery
 Hon. Leslie C. Nichols and
   Anita N. Nichols
 Frank O. Nicolletti  
 Daniel M. Parames
 Natasha Parrett   
 Michael and Katheryn Percy
 Dean Donald Polden and 
  Susan Polden
 James Pooley and 
  Laura-Jean Anderson
 Colleen and Richard Pouliot
 Hector and Arlene Ramon  
 Lilanthi Ravishankar  
 Mark R. Reedy
 Benjamin W. Reese  
 Victor and Janet Schachter
 Leif and Annette Schaumann
 Matthew and Monica Schreiber 
 Carl William Schulhof  
 Charles G. Schulz
 Peter Schwarz and Aleta Kerrick
 Warren Siegel
 Philip Simpkins   
 Margaret Stevenson and 
  David Flamm
 Clark Stone and Pamela Peterson
 Jerry and Ann Thalls
 Melissa Tronquet  
 Elizabeth Trueman and 
  Raymond Perrault
 Gerald and Martha uelmen

 Ronald A. VandenBerg
 Melanie Vinson
 Ann Walker and David Jones
 Hon. Brian C. Walsh and 
  Susan Blair Walsh
 Carmelita and Alexander Weddle 
 Bob and Nancy Weeks
 Richard Yankwich
 Hon. Erica R. Yew and 
  Thomas Nazario
     
in-k ind Contr ibutors
 Bingham LLP
 Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
 Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP
 Berger/Lewis Accountancy
 Blattel Communications
 First Franklin/Merrill Lynch
 Merrill Communications
 Practising Law institute
 San Jose Mercury News
 The Daily Journal
 The Recorder
 Twist SF inc
 Santa Clara County Bar Association

   

* The Thurgood Marshall Society 
 recognizes law firms whose gift is  
 equivalent to $300 or greater per  
 attorney based in Silicon Valley.caSeS inSpire our action

Clients shared their moving and meaningful personal stories – including 
relating the circumstances that led each of them to seek legal assistance 
and also acknowledging the impact of the legal assistance that they 
received due to SVCLS funding. Here are excerpts from several of the 
compelling cases that we heard this year:

protecting a mother and child from harm  
Norma, a victim of domestic violence, became homeless because of 
financial retaliation by her battering husband. Your support helped 
preserve her child custody rights and helped her find temporary safe 
shelter, job training, and childcare assistance. She is now on her way to 
a new life.

a young woman gains permanent resident status 
and benefits from a college scholarship 
Etivise had lived in the u.S. since she was 8, when her family entered 
the country legally. She thought she was a u.S. citizen until she applied 
for a college scholarship and a social security card in her senior year of 
high school – and found that her citizenship was suspect. upon entry 
into the u.S., her parents had been unaware that separate legal status 
was required for their children. With the help of a legal advocate Etivise 
is now a naturalized u.S. citizen with a brighter future because of assis-
tance you helped make possible. She won her college scholarship and is 
now working toward completing her education.
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The Campaign’s 

unrestricted, annual support

 is so very important. 

you continue to make 

a difference by helping us 

create positive outcomes 

for countless seniors. 

Thank you 

for giving generously 

to the Campaign!

— georgia Bacil
DireCTiNg aTTorNey

 SeNior aDuLT LegaL aSSiSTaNCe
oF SiLiCoN VaLLey

“

”

grANT AWArDS hElp mOrE pEOplE 
ThAN EVEr BEFOrE
In 2008, more of our low-income neighbors benefited from legal 
assistance in life-affecting circumstances than ever before – 30,000 in 
all. Yet despite this good news, we still have a long way to go in order 
to meet the needs of those people with meritorious cases requiring 
assistance – nearly 90,000 annually.  

Our umbrella fundraising effort this year resulted in $358,000 in grants 
awarded to the eight Silicon Valley-based agencies in the SVCLS 
consortium, some of which received increased grant awards above prior 
years’ levels. These awards reflect SVCLS’ commitment to assuring a 
strong and diverse community of legal services providers that collectively 
serve all demographic groups and also address a broad range of civil 
legal issues. 

We recognize, clearly, that no single group can do it all. Furthermore, 
many of the organizations that benefit from SVCLS still do not have the 
internal capacity to seek private philanthropic funding effectively. These 
circumstances underscore the continuing value of your support of SVCLS’ 
efforts to offer avenues that can create positive outcomes for our 
low-income neighbors.   

Each beneficiary agency’s board of directors determines the best and 
most effective use of the awarded grant monies, thus ensuring support 
for the most urgent client needs and program priorities. Organizations 
receive a proportional share of the funds raised.

DONOrS CElEBrATE DiSTriBuTiON OF FuNDS
Supporters gathered to celebrate SVCLS’ ninth annual Donor Celebration and 
distribution of funds event on November 18, 2008. Gibson Dunn & Crutcher 
LLP graciously hosted. 

Keynote speaker Stanford University Law Professor and sociologist Michele 
Landis Dauber addressed the implications of the collapsing credit, hous-
ing, and job markets for legal services in Santa Clara County. She posited 
that “as advocates for the poor, we are challenged by the national housing 
and credit calamity to communicate that many low income people have 
been unfairly taken advantage of by unscrupulous lenders and profiteers. 
We should, as Roosevelt urged, ‘take a lesson’ from history, by arguing that 
those facing foreclosure and bankruptcy are victims of a disaster in need, 
through no fault of their own, and by coming to their aid.” 

SiliCON VAllEy 
CAmpAigN FOr lEgAl SErViCES  
2008 FiNANCiAl STATEmENT 
         
 
i N C o m e     
Contributions     
 individuals
  board members $  40,240    
  individuals (attorneys and others) 45,833
   Sub-Total Individual Gifts  $  86,073      
 Law Firms   297,950  
 Companies   80,750 
 Foundations  12,000
 Special events (gross)  25,867
   Sub-Total Gifts   $ 502,640
Donated Services        15,899
interest income   18 

Total 2008 income    $ 518,557 
      
e x P e N S e S     
agency Distributions
 bay area Legal aid (SCC office)  $  64,310     
 Katherine and george alexander 
    Community Law Center   64,310  
 Community Legal Services 
  in east Palo alto  18,763
 Law Foundation of Silicon Valley  64,310
 Legal aid Society of San mateo County  15,664
 Pro bono Project Silicon Valley  35,728
 Santa Clara County asian Law alliance  51,141
 Senior adults Legal assistance   43,053
  Sub-Total Distributions to Agencies   $  357,280   
       
other Programs   13,974
   Subtotal all Programs    $ 371,254

administrative expenses   
 management  $  78,121   
 Fundraising  69,188
   Sub-Total administration and Fundraising    $ 147,309 

Total 2008 Expenses    $ 518,563 
increase in unrestricted Net assets            (6)
Cash, beginning of year    $   20,042
Surplus (Deficit) held for 2009 Operations      $   20,036 
   

Thank you so much 

for your support 

of the legal assistance 

provided by 

our organization.

With your help 

we were able 

to protect disabled seniors 

from termination 

of essential 

government benefits, 

defend tenants 

from unlawful discrimination 

from unscrupulous landlords, 

and help immigrants 

and refugees 

become lawful citizens.

— richard Konda
exeCuTiVe DireCTor 
SaNTa CLara CouNTy 
aSiaN LaW aLLiaNCe

“

”

Christopher and elizabeth Cobey. Keynote speaker, michele Landis Dauber, 
and William F. abrams.

Denis Salmon, gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP, 
Chris Compton, Wilson Sonsini goodrich & 
rosati LLP and michael Shpizner, Fujitsu 
america, inc.
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2008 BOArD 
OF DirECTOrS
O f f i c e r s
C o - C h a i r s
William F. Abrams  
Bingham McCutchen LLP

Denis R. Salmon
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP  

V i c e  C h a i r s
Garrett Waltzer
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP

Edward Westerman
LECG LLC

T r e a s u r e r
James E. Towery
Hoge Fenton Jones & Appel, Inc. 
S e c r e t a r y
Matthew H. Poppe
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

I m m e d i a t e  P a s t  C h a i r
Thomas W. Kellerman
Morgan Lewis Bockius LLP 

O t h e r  M e m b e r s

Patricia Aguilar 
Coldwell Banker

Craig Y. Allison 
Dechert LLP

Gary Baum
Palo Alto City Attorney

Christopher Braun
incisivemedia

Brendan P. Cullen 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Mary Dent 
SVB Financial Group and SVB Global

Carol K. Dillon 
Bingham McCutchen LLP

Hon. John A. Flaherty (Ret.)
JAMS 

William J. Frimel
DLA Piper LLP

Philip Hammer
Hoge Fenton Jones & Appel, Inc.

Theodore T. Herhold 
Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP

Andrew Huntington
Bay Area News Group

Edward D. Johnson
Mayer Brown LLP

Thomas Kuhnle
Bingham McCutchen LLP

Mark Malovos  
First Franklin 

Kenneth L. Nissly
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Luther Orton  
Snyder Miller & Orton LLP

Jeffrey E. Ostrow 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

2008 General 
Counsel Committee
C o - C h a i r s
Andrew Huntington 
Bay Area News Group

Scott Taylor
Symantec Corporation  

Mark Chandler
Cisco Systems

Karen Cottle
Adobe Systems

Mary Dent
SVB Financial Group and SVB Global

Mary E. Doyle  
PalmOne, Inc.

David C. Drummond
Google

Fred Gonzales
Sonic WALL, Inc.

Scot A. Griffin 
Tessera Inc.

Mark Malovos
First Franklin

Brian M. Martin 
KLA-Tencor Corporation

David Middler
Ariba, Inc.

Katherine Schuelke 
Altera Corporation

D. Bruce Sewell 
Intel Corporation

Michael J. Shpizner
Fujitsu America, Inc.

Joseph J. Sweeney 
Applied Materials

Debra L. Zumwalt
Stanford University

F o u n d i n g  C h a i r
John Place

Neal Potischman
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Ulrico S. Rosales
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati LLP

Robert Smith
Reed Smith LLP

Emmett C. Stanton
Fenwick & West LLP 

Joseph J. Sweeney
Applied Materials, Inc.

A m i c u s  C o m m i t t e e
C o - C h a i r s 
Sally Berens 
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Alison Buchanan
Hoge Fenton Jones & Appel, Inc.

E x  O f f i c i o
Christine Burdick
Santa Clara County Bar Association

E m e r i t u s  B o a r d  M e m b e r s
Boris Feldman
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati LLP

Ian Feinberg
Mayer Brown LLP

A. C. Johnston
Morrison & Foerster LLP

John Place
William Priest
The Priest Law Offices

Hon. Erica R. Yew
Santa Clara County Superior Court 

P r o j e c t  C o n s u l t a n t
Barbara Beerstein
Beerstein Associates

rEDEFiNiNg pOVErTy AND 
ThE SiliCON VAllEy SElF-SuFFiCiENCy STANDArD

The federal government’s method of measuring poverty is considered by many – including economists, policy 
analysts, social scientists, and mayors – to be an outdated and inaccurate picture of a person’s or family’s true 
economic circumstances. Individuals and organizations are now calling for an overhaul of the nation’s poverty 
measurement statistics, in order to reflect regional variations and other economic factors. 

The current method was designed in the early 1960s as part of President Lyndon Johnson’s War on Poverty.  
This threshold measure of severe deprivation – the minimum amount of money needed for subsistence – is 
based primarily on how much of an individual’s or household’s pretax income is spent on food. This threshold 
varies by family size, but not by geography. The same dollar amounts officially define poverty in both low-cost-
of-living rural areas and high-cost urban areas. Poverty thresholds are adjusted periodically using the Consumer 
Price Index, a measure of inflation. 

The U.S. Conference of Mayors adopted a policy at its 2007 Annual Meeting urging the federal government to 
revise this formula so that it would better reflect the actual wages families must earn to meet basic needs, and 
also that the formula would reflect costs such as housing, transportation, health case, and child care, in addition 
to food.1   

In July 2008, New York City Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg’s administration adopted a new poverty measurement 
that takes into account a household’s spending on food, clothing, shelter, transportation, utilities, and out-of-
pocket medical expenses, as well as tax credits and government subsidies received. The city’s new formula 
is based on recommendations developed in 1995 by the National Academy of Sciences’ panel on poverty 
and family assistance, but never implemented.2 Subsequent to New York City’s poverty guideline change, a 
subcommittee of the House Ways and Means Committee held a hearing on the issue. Congressman Charles 
Rangel, chair of the Committee called New York City’s efforts a “useful start.”

Momentum is building to redefine “poverty,” but there are political and financial barriers. First, a redefinition 
would increase the number of Americans classified as poor. In New York City alone, this act resulted in a nearly 
five percent increase. Second, there are perceived financial barriers. Expenditures for many federal programs 
are tied to the official poverty rate – the more poverty, the more the federal government would have to pay into 
these programs.3   

In January 2009, the annual federal poverty level for a family of four (two adults and two children) was $22,050.
Consider the federal poverty threshold within the context of The California Self-Sufficiency Standard, which 
measures how much income working individuals and families need to pay for their basic needs – including 
housing, food, childcare, health care, transportation and other basic needs. The Standard varies in every county 
in California by providing localized information. A person working two full-time minimum wage jobs still does not 
earn enough to support a family in any county of California, even with California’s minimum wage of $8.00 an 
hour.4 The Santa Clara County/Silicon Valley Self-Sufficiency Standard in 2008 for a family of four was $68,430.

We live in one of the most affluent areas in the country, yet one in four county residents can’t make ends meet. 
We need a poverty measure that shows us who the poor really are. When one-quarter of the people living in a 
community are poor by current federal standards, or are living below the Self-Sufficiency Standard, increased 
access to civil legal counsel should be considered a priority. It is a basic ‘safety net’ issue when our most 
vulnerable residents require help to address an array of life-affecting circumstances. 

1 “Third Stop: Villaraigosa Poverty Forum,” U.S. Mayor Newspaper, The United States Conference of Mayors, September 29, 2008.
2 “Bloomberg Attempts To Redefine Poverty,” The New York Sun, July 14, 2008.
3  “Economists Question ‘Official’ Poverty Statistics Used for US Mayor’s Report,” City Mayors Society, April 1, 2007.
4 “How Much is Enough In Your County? The 2008 California Family Economic Self-Sufficiency Standard,” Insight Center for Community  
 Economic Development, May 2008.
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CAmpAigN miSSiON

The SiliCON VAllEy CAmpAigN FOr lEgAl SErViCES 
(SVCLS) provides funds to increase the effectiveness and ability 
of non-profit legal services agencies to assist men, women, and 
children, of all ages, ethnicities, and cultural backgrounds. The 
organization supports individuals who cannot afford to hire an 
attorney in civil cases, and whose legal rights would otherwise 
go unrecognized or unenforced. In addition, SVCLS also works to 
encourage the legal community to become more involved in the 
provision of pro bono legal assistance. Funds raised in the Silicon 
Valley community are distributed to agencies that provide civil legal 
services directly to the poor. The Silicon Valley Campaign for Legal 
Services is a recipient of the American Bar Association’s prestigious 
Harrison Tweed award in conjunction with the Santa Clara County 
Bar Association, for leadership in expanding and developing 
support for the provision of free legal services to the poor.

ChArACTEriSTiCS AND NEEDS 
OF pEOplE WhO BENEFiT

Nearly 500,000 people in Silicon Valley – 25 percent of the population 
– qualify for special help due to income, age, or disability. These 
individuals’ critical legal issues are primarily related to:  
   health care
   the ability to secure and preserve affordable and fair housing
   family law issues, such as domestic violence, child custody, 
  and divorce
   economic instability
   special problems of the elderly
   consumer fraud, debt collection abuses, and other unfair practices
   immigration
   employment

The people who receive SVCLS assistance have poverty-level incomes 
far below the amount actually needed to live in Silicon Valley. Many of 
these individuals are the working poor. 

Silicon Valley-based legal services agencies lack the financial resources 
required to meet the legal needs of our community’s poorest residents.  
The legal community’s pro bono actions and financial support are 
therefore not only welcome but needed. We count upon the participation 
of our friends in the greater community who believe, as we do, that 
access to civil legal counsel is a fundamental tenet of our society, rather 
than a benefit for the privileged few.

2008 Legal Services Partners

Katharine and george Alexander Community law Center 
Angelo Ancheta, Esq., Director 

Bay Area legal Aid 
Ramón P. Arias, Esq., Executive Director
Julie Patiño, Esq., Managing Attorney, Santa Clara County Office  

Community legal Services in East palo Alto
Candace Greenberg, Esq., Executive Director

law Foundation of Silicon Valley
Jim Bower, Executive Director

legal Aid Society of San mateo County
M. Stacey Hawver, Esq., Executive Director

pro Bono project Silicon Valley
John Hedges, Esq., Executive Director

Santa Clara County Asian law Alliance
Richard Konda, Esq., Executive Director

Senior Adult legal Assistance
Georgia Bacil, Esq., Directing Attorney

Client photos are not specific to case stories. Photos by: Peter Fox, ira Nowinsky and others. 
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giFT AND plEDgE iNFOrmATiON

  Yes, I/We would like to help.
I N D I V I D U A L S  A N D  C O M P A N I E S
I/We wish to make a contribution at the following level:

 Founders Circle
   John Marshall Society (1801 –1835)  

 Gifts of $40,000 and above
   Oliver Wendell Holmes Society (1902 –1932)   

 Gifts of 25,000 to $39,999
   William O. Douglas Society (1939–1975) 

 Gifts of $15,000 to $24,999
   Louis Brandeis Society (1916 –1939)  

 Gifts of $10,000 to $14,999

 Benefactors Circle
   Benjamin Cardozo Society (1932 –1938)  

 Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999
   Felix Frankfurter Society (1939 –1962)  

 Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999
   Earl Warren Society (1953 –1969)  

 Gifts of $1,000 to $2,499        

 Supporters
 Gifts $500 to $999        

 Donors: The Billable Hour or Greater
   Gifts up to $499

Please consider this pledge for:

__________ of $ ___________________ and
Year

   __________ of $ ___________________ and
Year  

L A W  F I R M S
 ___ Our firm will make a commitment based on:
 ___ $350 per attorney
 ___ $300 per attorney
 ___ Other $_____________ per attorney.
The total number of attorneys employed by our firm is 
___________.
      Number

Please consider this a minimum. If the number 
of attorneys increases, our contribution will increase. 

For Gifts:
___ My/Our check for $____________ payable to the  
  Silicon Valley Campaign for Legal Services is  
  enclosed.

___ Please charge my credit card for $____________

   VISA   Mastercard 

___________________________________
Card Number
___________________________________
Expiration Date
________________________  __________
Authorization Signature                   Today’s Date

 
___ I/We wish to make a gift of stock or securities.  
  Please call me to discuss this gift.
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For Pledges:
___ My/Our gift is a pledge for $__________ 
I/We plan to pay pledge payment(s) in full by the 
end of each year. Please send a reminder notice.

______ ____________ ______ ___________
Date Amount Date  Amount

______ ____________ ______ ___________
Date Amount Date  Amount

_______________________________   _________ 
Signature of Donor                                        Date

Donor Information: (Please complete)

__________________________________________
Name of Donor (Please Print)

__________________________________________
Address (Please Print)

__________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code

___________________   _____________________
Telephone Number  E-mail Address

Acknowledgements:
Please recognize my/our name(s) as follows:

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

___ I/We wish to remain anonymous.

Your contribution is tax deductible except for 
the Fair Market Value (FMV) of the benefits and 
privileges of recognition. We estimate the FMV 
to be $0.

 North Second Street I 4th Floor
 San José, California 95113
 www.svcls.org
 
If you have any questions regarding this form, 
please call 408-287-2557.
     
Federal Tax ID: 77-0524824
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The SVCLS 

was born from 

a desire, on the part 

of the Valley’s leading firms 

and businesses, 

not just to contribute 

collectively to the 

community’s legal safety net, 

but to create a culture 

and tradition of giving. 

— ramón Arias
exeCuTiVe DireCTor
bay area LegaL aiD

“
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William F. Abrams

Denis r. Salmon

C o - C h a i r s  2 0 0 8

Dear Colleagues and Friends:

We are pleased to provide you with this 2008 Annual Report, reflecting 

our results and activities during this past year. Last fall brought new 

challenges for the Campaign, and for the agencies and the population 

we serve. However, our Campaign still achieved many successes in a 

difficult economy: 30,000 low-income individuals receiving civil legal 

assistance – with your invaluable help.

Within these pages you will find examples of life-affecting circumstances 

experienced by clients, and accounts describing how those challenges 

were resolved. All of us can be proud that, person by person, we are 

significantly improving the lives of our neighbors. Our collective effort also 

provides the opportunity for greater systemic change, as our legal services 

partners alert government agencies, foundations, and other organizations 

that problems experienced by one individual can be endemic to many – 

thus warranting a change in procedure or, in some cases, the law.  

This year, our report highlights information about the efforts underway to 

redefine and adopt new standards for poverty that will account for regional 

differences and cost of living factors. We feel that it is a subject of worth 

and importance, and hope you’ll find this article informative. 

We are particularly gratified that the Campaign received two awards this 

year for its leadership in the delivery of legal services. The San Francisco 

49ers Foundation’s Community Quarterback Award recognized SVCLS 

founding board member, Phil Hammer, for his stalwart leadership of our 

organization. And the Katharine and George Alexander Community Law 

Center’s 2008 Community Award cited our sustained dedication to 

addressing the needs of low-income clients.

We worked together in 2008 to accomplish much during a challenging 

time. Together, we can remain strong in this time of economic uncertainty 

and continue to assure our low-income neighbors access to the legal 

services help that they require and deserve.  

Thank you again for your continued support.

   

— William F. Abrams — Denis R. Salmon
BiNghAm mCCuTChEN llp giBSON DuNN & CruTChEr llp 



  North Second Street I 4th Floor
  San José, California 95113

 CAll  408.287.2557
 FAx   408.287.6083

 EmAil  svcls@baymoon.com
 DONATE ON liNE www.svcls.org

 A n n u A l
 R e p o R t
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